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Abstract

The North Korean authorities has made the submission of autobiographies and resumes man-
datory to public officials, executives, and individual workers. Such documents, containing their
personal and career information, were used as a means for the state to control and manage indi-
viduals and had to be written in a certain format. The resume, which required short-answer de-
scriptions on hundreds of items, was a document to help grasp the life of recorder at a glance, but
this short-answer description alone was insufficient in grasping the specific activities and relation-
ships of the recorder. The autobiography, which can complement the shortcomings of resume,
could help dissect the recorder’s consciousness structure, activity history,and family background
toamicroscopic level. The writing of the autobiographyimposed on all public officials, executives,
workers, students, and soldiersin North Korea meant the “reviving of all people’s memories” and
“a genuine life confession” to the state. It was that could be completed not only by the writer him-
self but also by the whole family. This is because the description of family history before birth, the
family environment after birth and childhood experiences, and the careers of family and third
cousins could not be easily written only by the recorder’s own memory.

In a society where individuals’ class affiliation, family background, and past careers were import-
ant, the public saw that the autobiography and resume containing such information could deter-
mine their social achievement. Thus, most recorders tried to satisfy their hidden intentions and
desires through strategic writing. Hoping to be appointed into the best possible positions and not
wanting to lose trust of authorities, they showed off their favorable careers while concealing their
unfavorable background and wrongful history.

The writing strategies of writers who had different interests intertwined were inevitably manifest-
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ed in various forms. Among the various types of recorders, those who attempted a higher-level
writing strategy than anyone had a disadvantageous background and unjust history. Trying to
concealit, they applied three types of response strategies: writing excuses, false statements, and
intentional omissions. Those concerned with being discovered of such deceitful acts or wanted
to be more confident in front of the party and the state took a strategy to make an excuse about
their unjust history and unfavorable background. Those who wrote false information more bold-
ly orintentionally omitted the information tried to remove the obstacles to enhancing their social
status by lying about their origins and wrongful history, in order to escape from discrimination
that could imprison them.

Nevertheless, the North Korean authorities did not stay completely deceived by such autobiog-
raphy writers. The assessment report, which was a document used by state officials to evaluate
individuals, was drafted based on the contents of the resume and autobiography, the recorder’s
usual conduct, and the information collected from his acquaintances. Written from a completely
different perspective to the autobiography, the goal of the report was to correct the false infor-
mation in the autobiography. In fact, the deceitful act of recorders through strategic writing was
difficult to succeed because the authorities conducted a meticulous rating of them. Of course,
thestate thoroughly dissected individuals through the assessment reportin orderto entirely take

overthem.
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